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03  845  Reasons  why  the  Trent  Valley  Canal 
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TRENT  VALLEY  CANAL 


PORT  HOPE 

s   «  ^   i   i   §   §   i   i   In  Preference  to  Trenton. 


The  following  are  some  of 


THE   MANY  REASONS. 


GUIDE  PRINT,  PORT  HOPE 
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Should  Tern^ate. 


^4j|§|HE  Port   Hope  route  is  perfectly  feasible,  and  is  about   one-third  the  dis- 


If 


tance  of  the  Trent  route,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Otonabee  to  Lake  Ontario, 


'"^S^JI    as  shown  by  map. 


II. 

The  canal  from  Rice  Lake  to  Port  Hope  will  certainly  not  cost  more  than 
one-third  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  canal  to  Trenton. 

The  cutting  along  the  Trent  is  principally  rock,  whereas  by  Port  Hope,  there 
would  only  be  about  three  miles  requiring  any  great  excavation,  and  that  would 
be  earth,  easily  removed.  These  statements  are  verified  by  the  Government  Engineer, 
Mr.  Maingy,  in  his  report  of  1834 


III. 

Port  Hope  has  an  ex- 
cellent harbor  with  ample 
accommodation,  and  suffi- 
cient depth  of  water  to 
admit  the  largest  vessels 
that  can  navigate  the 
St.  Lawrence  or  new 
canals. 

Trenton  has  a  poor 
harbor  with  only  ten  feet 
of  water,  and  a  hard  rock 
bottom.  Besides,  naviga- 
tion in  the  Bay  of  Quinte 
is  not  satisfactory. 


IV. 

Port  Hope  has  eleva 
tors  capable  of  handling 
any  grain  that  may  come  over  the  canal  for 
some  time  to  come,  thereby  enabling  the 
large  vessels  to  load  without  difficulty. 


V. 

The  canal  via  Port  Hope  can  reach 
Lake  Ontario  without  crossing  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway — entrance  to  the  harbor 
being  under  the  viaduct. 


Views  on  Proposed  Canal. 


VI. 

Coming  by  way  of  Port  Hope,  the 
watershed  of  the  Ganaraska  can  be  utilized 


to  feed  the  canal,  and  if  thought  expedient,  excel 
lent  water  power  could  be  rented,  which  .vould  bring 
in  considerable  revenue. 


VII. 

Port  Hope  is  only  thirty-nine  miles  from  Oak 
Orchard,  in  the  United  States,  which  would  be  the 
shipping  port  for  coal  to  the  Midland  district. 

Selection  of  the  Port  Hope  route  would  mean  a 
saving  of  eighty-three  miles,  and  a  reduction  for  Peter- 
boro  of  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  per  ton  on  coal 
And  if  the  canal  from  Port  Hope  to  Rice  Lake 
were  made  considerably  larger  than  is  now  proposed,  Views  on  the  Port  HoPe  Seciion  Canal, 
(which  could  easily  be  done),  Peterboro  would  have  all  the  advantages  of  the  lake  front. 


VIII. 

The  Port  Hope  route  is  eighty-eight  miles  shorter  than  the  Trenton,  between 
Toronto  and  Peterboro,  which  would  be  a  decided  advantage  to  all  concerned. 


#1 


If  the  canal  go  by 
Trenton,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  flood  a  large  area 
of  valuable  land,  whereas 
by  Port  Hope,  this  extra 
cost  would  be  avoided, 
and  the  thirty  thousand 
acres  now  flooded  could 
be  reclaimed. 


X. 

The   forest  products 
of  the  six  million  acres 
adjacent  to  the  canal  will  furnish  no  small  part  of  the  business  done. 

And  Port  Hope  affords  superior  advantages  for  the  shipment  of  such  commodities, 
especially  for  Lumber  and  Pulp  Wood 


PORT   HOPE  ELEVATORS. 


CONCLUSION. 


The  ADVANTAGES  of  the  Port  Hope  route  are  :— 
1st. — Shortening  the  distance  to  Lake  Ontario  by  39  miles. 
2nd. — The  saving  of  13,775,000  to  $4,500,000  in  construction  expenses. 

The  probable  cost  by  Trenton  being  about         -        $5,000,000  to  16,000,000 

•;   Port  Hope  being  about    -       -    1.225,000  to  1,500,000 


Saving,   -       13,775,000  to  $4,500,000 

3rd. — The  more  direct. 

Trenton  to  Rice  Lake  is  46£  miles 

Port  Hope  to  Rice  Lake  is           -          -  -           -          -       1 3|  miles 


Difference,  33  miles. 

4th. — Will  save  at  least  a  day  by  canal  boat  over  the  long  route. 


Mr.  Mainsjy,  the  Government  Engineer,  in  his  report,  states  : — 

"  That  the  position  of  Port  Hope  is  particularly  favorable  for  the  termination  of 
such  a  work,  must  appear  evident  to  every  impartial  observer  ;  it  is  not  only  the  shortest 
possible  distance  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Rice  Lake,  possessing  a  safe  and  commodious 
Harbour,  but  the  communication  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Rice  Lake  up  to  Lake  Simcoe, 

CAN  BY  THIS  ROUTE  BE  COMPLETED  FOR  A  SUM  NOT  GREATER  THAN  IS  NECESSARY,  MERELY 
TO  OPEN  THE  NAVIGATION  FROM    THE    MOUTH    OF    THE   TRENT  TO   RlCE   LAKE.  These 

are  Facts  that  cannot  be  refuted." 
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